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 = add doctoral degree after master’s degree if applicable
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Standard 3 Students 

When addressing Standard 3, you will be writing about the student policies of the nursing education unit. A 
straight-forward method of addressing policies that are both congruent and different would be to make a table 
listing the policies that are the same and then identifying the policies that vary with the rationale identified for each 
policy. A dissimilar category of policies would be those that vary due to requirements of the affiliating agencies 
that the program utilizes for student clinical experiences. Often, policies are available in student handbooks, which 
may be available in paper copies to be reviewed during the onsite visit or available online for which the online link 
can be specified within the narrative. 

Essential Elements 

• Student policies (identified by source) 

• Student Handbook (paper or online link) 

• Listing of available student services (by location if more than one teaching site is utilized) 

• Identification of student services available to students enrolled in courses offered by distance 
education 

• Identification of student services personnel by areas of responsibility 

• Evidence of compliance with Title IV regulations, FERPA, ADA, and other federal and state guidelines 
and regulations 

• Evidence of currency, accuracy, clarity, completeness, and consistency of all program information 
(paper or electronic) including information related to distance education 

• Evidence of communications to students (paper or electronic) related to policy changes 

• Evidence of orientation to and support provided for technology utilized by students in classrooms, 
labs, and clinical areas 

Focus Questions 

• Are policies for the nursing students accessible? Are policies congruent? If not congruent, are 
differences justified?  

• Are support services appropriate, available, and accessible to all students? 

• If the program is offered by more than one modality or in more than one location, are the support 
services offered comparable and accessible? 

• Is the program and governing organization in compliance with policies related to records? 

• Is the governing organization in compliance with Title IV regulations? 

• Are student rights protected? 

• Is information intended to inform the public current, accurate, clear, and consistent? 

• Are program or policy changes clearly and consistently communicated to students? 

• Are students oriented to campus and clinical technologies? Is technical support provided to students? 
  

  



 

NLNAC Guidelines for the Preparation of the Self-Study Report 12 

Standard 4 Curriculum 

As you demonstrate compliance with Standard 4, you will be addressing the curriculum including its organization, 
presentation, and evaluation. As an example, a closer look at Criterion 4.3 may be helpful. Most likely, you have 
identified the student learning outcomes in Standard I. In the narrative for this Standard, you will describe how the 
learning outcomes have been used to guide the delivery of the courses within the curriculum and the selection of 
the learning activities that are incorporated into each course as well as the evaluation methodologies that the 
faculty and students are engaged in as the student progresses through the program. A suggestion would be to use 
a table format to link outcomes with delivery methods, learning activities, and evaluation methods along with a 
narrative describing the relationships among these important program elements. To support the Self-Study 
Report, you will want to gather several documents for the onsite visit including complete course materials. An 
organized presentation will be helpful to the site visitors in reviewing the materials. 

Essential Elements 

• Curricular plan/design with courses and credits/hours specified 

• Identification of the professional standards, guidelines, or competencies utilized to guide the 
curriculum 

• Evidence of faculty review of the curriculum 

• Student learning outcomes 

• Program outcomes 

• Evidence that diverse concepts, best practices, and national patient safety goals are incorporated into 
the curriculum 

• Course materials including syllabi, evaluation methodologies, and learning activities 

• Samples of student written work (papers, projects, assignments) 

• Evidence that the curriculum reflects educational theory, interdisciplinary collaboration, and research 

• Evidence that program length facilitates achievement of learning outcomes and is consistent with 
state and national standards 

• Class and clinical schedules 

• Clinical agency contracts and/or agreements 

• Evaluation tools/methodologies for classes, clinicals, and labs 

• Documentation of congruence of delivery method(s) and instructional processes 

Focus Questions 
  

• Are professional standards, guidelines, or competencies used to guide the curricular design? 

• Are the student learning outcomes used to organize the curriculum, guide delivery of courses, and 
direct learning activities? 

• Are evaluation methodologies varied and appropriate to measure attainment of learning outcomes? 

• Is there regular review of the curriculum for rigor and currency? 

• Does the curriculum address best practices? 

• Does the curriculum include diverse concepts and experiences? 

• Does the program of study provide time for student to learn and achieve the outcomes? 

• Are the clinical learning experiences appropriate for students to achieve the identified 
outcomes/competencies? Reflective of best practices and safety standards? 

• Are the contracts for clinical experiences current and designed to protect students? 

• Are the delivery methodologies congruent with the curricular design?  
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Standard 5 Resources 

As an example of addressing a Criterion within Standard 5, you will be presenting information about the currency, 
relevancy, and accessibility of the learning resources in Criterion 5.3. Since the collection of learning resources for 
the nursing education unit will be extensive, you will not be able to provide a complete listing in the Self-Study 
Report or the Appendix. However, you may prepare a listing for the onsite visitors to review. As an element of the 
narrative, you may address the process for selecting, acquiring, and reviewing the learning resources. Also, you 
will want to discuss the accessibility of the resources for all students inclusive of those in alternative delivery 
options as well as those taking courses at any location where the program is offered. 

Essential Elements 

• Program budget including a comparison to similar units or departments 

• Evidence of sufficiency of resources for faculty, students, and staff 

• Identification and description of physical resources 

• Listing of learning resources with evidence of comprehensiveness, currency, and accessibility 
including those available in library, learning centers, skills labs, simulation labs, and other resource 
areas 

• Evidence of resource support of faculty and students utilizing distance education 

• Evidence of fiscal, physical, and learning resource comparability if the program is offered at multiple 
locations 

Focus Questions 

• Are there adequate resources to support the faculty and students in achieving identified student 
learning and program outcomes including those engaged in alternate methods of program delivery? 

• Are resources comparable across all locations where the program is offered? 
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Standard 6 Outcomes 

As an example of addressing Criterion 6.2, you will be discussing the use of the findings from the various methods 
of assessment utilized by the faculty in determining the achievement of identified outcomes. The findings are 
essential to effective program decision-making processes by the faculty, which may include revisions or changes 
to various program components. You will want to give specific examples of decisions made by the faculty based 
on the findings in the narrative of the report and identify where the evidence of the use of data, analysis, and 
decisions can be found in program documents. 

Essential Elements 

• Systematic Plan for Evaluation 

• Data for the program outcomes (minimum of 3 years) 

• Data for student learning outcomes (minimum of 3 years) 

• Evidence that data are consistently utilized for decision making by the faculty for program 
improvements 

• Evidence that findings are shared with communities of interest 

• Evidence that graduates are achieving identified competencies/outcomes 

• Documentation of comparability of outcomes across locations and methods of delivery 

Focus Questions 
 

• Is there an effective working evaluation plan in place that has been developed and implemented by 
the faculty? 

• Is there evidence of ongoing systematic assessment of the program in relation to the NLNAC 
Standards? 

• Are the students achieving the learning outcomes? If not, what strategies have been implemented? 

• Have graduates achieved the identified competencies? 

• Are program outcomes being achieved? If not, what strategies have been implemented? 

• Are there clearly documented evidences that findings have been used by faculty to make decisions 
leading to program improvements? 

• Are the data addressing student learning outcomes aggregated by method of program delivery? By 
teaching location? Are the outcomes comparable? 
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SYSTEMATIC PLAN FOR PROGRAM EVALUATION 

The nursing unit’s systematic plan for program evaluation and assessment of outcomes must differentiate between all program types offered by 
the nursing unit where applicable.  Such planning requires timelines; appropriate methods; expected levels of achievement; collection and 
analysis of data that is aggregated and trended over time; and verification that the findings are used for development, maintenance, and 
revision of the program. 

Example of a table format to assist you in addressing Standard 6 of the NLNAC Standards and Criteria  

PROGRAM EVALUATION  

NLNAC Standard or Program Outcome or Student Learning Outcome 
PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

Component 
 

Expected Level of 
Achievement 
(or program 
terminology) 

Frequency of 
Assessment 

Assessment Method/s* 
 

Results of Data 
Collection and 

Analysis �  
Including actual level/s 

of achievement 

Actions 
for Program 

Development, 
Maintenance, or 

Revision 

     

      

     

 

*  The appropriateness of an assessment method is based on whether its application yields data which when analyzed determine whether the 
expected     level of achievement for the component being evaluated has or has not been met.  It should be noted a tool is not always necessary 
to ‘collect’ data. The nursing unit should select assessment method(s) appropriate to the identified component being evaluated.  Examples of 
components are NLNAC Standards, Program Outcomes (required and/or identified by the nursing unit), and Student Learning Outcomes.  

�   Report data by location if program offered at multiple locations and also in aggregate for the program.
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PROGRAM OUTCOMES SUMMARY TABLE  

Example of a table format to assist you in addressing a portion of Standard 6. 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES SUMMARY 
Resulting Action(s) Taken/ To be Taken With Time Frame  

for Implementation 
Required Program Outcomes Expected Level of Achievement *  

(or program’s terminology) 

Actual Level of Achievement�  

Action(s) Time Frame 

Performance on NCLEX and/or Certifying 
Examinations 

    **

     noitelpmoC margorP

     noitcafsitaS margorP

• Graduate Satisfaction     

• Employer Satisfaction     

      tnemecalP boJ

Other outcome(s); identified by program 
(optional- not required by NLNAC) 

    

*    Defined by the program  
** Minimum must equal the national mean 
�   Report data by location if program offered at multiple locations, and then in aggregate. 


